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IND EPEND EN T A UD ITO R 'S REPO R T 

Honorable Sheriff H arry Lee 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff  and Ex-Officio Tax Collec tor 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish 
Tax Collec tor, an Agen cy Fund of th e Jefferson Parish Sheriff, as of and for th e years ended June 
30, 2002 and 2001, as listed in the Table of Contents. These gen eral-purpose fin an cial 
statem ents are the responsibility of m anagem ent of th e Tax Collec tor. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on th ese general-purpose finan cial statem en ts bas ed on our  audits. 

W e conducted our audit in ac cordance with  auditing stan dards gen erally accepted in th e United 
States of Am erica an d th e standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Comptroller General of the United States. Th ose standards 
require th at we plan  an d perform  th e audi t to obtain reasonable as sur an ce about wheth er th e 
finan cial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test 
bas is, evidence supporting th e am ounts an d disclosures in the fin an cial statem en ts. An audit also 
includes as sessing th e accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagement, as well as  evaluating the overall fin an cial statem ent presentation. W e believe that 
our audits provide a reasonable bas is for our opinion. 

As discussed in N ote A, the financial statem ents present only th e Tax  Collector Agency Fund 
an d are not intended to present fairly th e financial position and results of operations of th e 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff in conform ity with  generally ac cepted  accounting principles. 

In our  opinion, th e general-purpose finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respec ts, the finan cial position of th e Tax Collector as  of June 30, 2002 an d 2001, and 
the results of its operations for the years th en  ended in conformity with  accounting principles 
gen erally accep ted in th e United States of Am erica. 

In accordan ce with  Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our  report dated 
December 16, 2002, on our  consideration of the Tax  Collector's internal control over financial 



reporting and on our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
an d grants. That report is an  integral part of an audit perform ed in accordan ce with Government 

Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in cons idering the results 
of our audits. 

Our audits were perform ed for th e purpose of forming an  opinion on the genial-purpose 
financial statem ents of the Tax Collector taken as a whole. The Supplem ental Inform ation 
schedules, as listed in th e Table of Contents, are presen ted for purposes of additional analysis 
and are not a r~ uired part of the general-purpose finan cial statemen ts of the Jefferson Parish 
Tax Collector Agency Fund. This information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied  in th e audit of the g~ er al-purpose financial statem ents an d, in  our  opinion, is fairly 
stated, in all m aterial respec ts, in relation to the gen eral-purpose finan cial statem ents tak en as a 
whole. 

Reg~  

D ecem ber 16, 2002 
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JEFFERSON PARISH SH ERIFF'S OFFICE 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

BALANCE SH EETS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Share of Bureau Pool 
Invesanents 
Due from  other funds 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES AN D FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 

Due to taxing bodies and others 
Due to other funds 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

FUND BALAN CE 

TOTAL S 
JU NE 30, 2002 JU NE 30, 2001 

$ 
33,904,216 33,747,073 

14,490 

$ 33,904,216 $ 33,761,563 

33,904,216 $ 

33,904,216 

33,754,318 
7,245 

33.761.563 

TOTAL LIA BILITIES AND FUND BALANCE $ 33,904,216 $ 33,761,563 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
GP~KTNA~ LDI~k~IANA 

STATEM ENTS OF CHANGES IN DEPOSIT BALANCES 
DUE TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS 
For the Yeats Ended Jane 30, 2002 and 2091 

TOTALS 
JUNE 30~ 2002 JUNE 30, 2001 

DUE TO TAXING BODIES ~  OTHERS. BEGINNING OF PERIOD $ 33~754#18 $ 35~742,628 

COLLE CTIOI~  
Ad valorem taxes - curremt 178,269,414 158,242,569 
Ad valorent *~axes. prior y~  1,280,265 1,257~756 
Ad vslomm taxes, pxotested  129,848 634,603 
Ad ~ Io~  taxes - auto d~l~s - - 
State revenue sharing 9,115,519 9,257,598 
Soles taxes 337,104,778 332,738,612 
Lieg es - oc~patth~a/, etc. 9,514,457 9,216,400 
Licenses - angling, hunting, etc. - - 
Fines, fo~eiOsr e, avd criminal costs 11,958,923 11,957.413 
Bonds and bond fees 389,385 342,085 
Notices, costs, f~cs, etc. 2,351,861 2,088,051 
Int~ t and oth~ 1,033#81 1,902,906 
Refu~ds 5#22,248 5,375,325 
Amoun ts reedved on Due from other funds 7,245 6,755 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

STATE 
La. Dept. o f W ildlif~ asd Fisheries 
La. Dept. of Public Safety 
la, Dept. of the Tzeasm7 (CMIS) 
La. Dept. of the Tl~sury (East Jeff Levee District) 

JEFFERSON PARISH 

Clexk of Court 
Corone~ 
Coun cil 
District At tomey 
Hospital District No. 1 
It~pilal Dislfict No. 2 
Public School Syst~  
Sheriff 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 
City ef ~ etna 
City of Harahan 
City of Ke~ er 
City of W eatwcgo 
City efN~  Orleans 
Town of 3ean Lafitlo 
Town of Grand Isle 

oTHER 
New Oxleans Aviation Beaxd 
GNO Parkway Commission 
LCLE (Criminal Victims Retiel) 
Indigtmt Defcnd~ Board 
24th J'nd iciol Cotttt 
W ~t 3effe~ n Levee District 
Grand Isle Independent Lev~ Dtstsi~t 
Grand Isle Port Co~ issi~  
Stale P~nsi~n Plates 
Refunds to t0xpayc~s 
Refunds to tax~ee shoppe~ 
Notices, costs, fees, etc. 
Amounts paid ml Due to oth~ fimds 

TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS 

DUE TO T?~XlNG BO DIES AND OTHERS, END OF PERIOD 

2,188,224 
795,073 

2,976,598 
260,930,412 
2,002,744 

22 
64 

187,611,490 
67,043,088 

6,063,456 
1,301,616 
3o,236,oi6 
1,580,072 
477,059 
128,861 
531,151 

476,987 
1,75g 

203,086 
1,517~786 
248,915 
3,094#22 
86,611 
94,908 

5,16~,023 
6,025#69 
341.534 
773,418 
7,245 

9,S~  
23,952 
104,068 

4,223,651 

6,136,754 
1,682,904 
30,625,394 
1,779~158 
562,565 
131,833 
431,918 

556~327,124 535,O6 8~383 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent. 
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JEFFER SO N PA RISH  TAX  CO LLECTO R A G EN CY  FUND  
G retna, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM E NTS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

N O TE A - SUM M A RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish Tax Collector, an  Agency Fund of the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff's Office, have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 

principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB) is the accepted stan dard-setting body for establishing governmental accoun ting 
and finan cial reporting principles. The Tax Collector's significant accounting policies are 
described below . 

Reporting Entity 

As provided by Article V , Section 27 of the Louisian a Constitution of 1974, the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff is the Ex-Officio Tax Collector of the Parish. As such, the Sheriff is 

responsible for the collection and distribution ofad valorem (property) taxes, sales and 
use taxes, parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing funds, sportsm en licenses, 
fines, costs and bond forfeitures im posed by the local district courts. 

Louisian a Revised Statute 24:513 (B) requires the accounts of each tax collector to be 
audited annually. Accordingly, the accom panying statem ents reflect financial activity of 

the Sheriff related only to his responsibility as Ex-Officio Tax  Collector. The amounts 
included in this report are reported as an Agency Fun d within the Sheriff's annual general 
purpose financial statem ents. 

2. Fund Accounting 

The Tax Collector used funds to report on its financial position. Fund accounting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com plian ce an d to aid financial m an agem ent by 
segregating tran sactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accoun ting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts 

The Tax Collector's fu nd types have been classified as fiduciary. Fiduciary fim ds are 
used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other governm ents, 
or on behalf of other fu nds within the govern m ent. Agency fu nds generally ar e used to 
accoun t for assets that the govern m ent holds on behalf of others as their agent, such as 
taxes, cash bonds, fees, etc. 



JEFFERSO N PARISH TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUN D 
G retna, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES (CONTINUED) 

3. Basis of A ccounting 

The accounts of the Tax Collector are established to reflect the collections im posed by 
law, distributions pursuant to such law, and un settled balances due to various taxing 
bodies and others. The accompanying financial statem ents have been prepared on the 
cash basis of accounting, with  collections recognized when received and distributions 
reflected when paid. 

4. Cash and Investm ents 

Cash shown on the face of the Balance Sheets include am ounts in dem an d deposits 

In  accordan ce with GASB Statem ent N o. 31, investm ents are generally stated at fair 
value. M oney m arket investm ents that have a rem aining m aturity at tim e of purchase of 
one year or less ar e not stated at fair value but ar e stated at cost or am ortized cost. M oney 
m arket investm ents include short-term , highly liquid debt instrum ents such as 
comm ercial paper an d U . S. Treasury an d agency obligations. 

Louisian a Revised Statutes (LSA-RS 33:2955) authorize the Tax Collector to invest in 
(1) direct obligations of the United States Treasury, the principal and interest of which are 
fully guaran teed by the federal government, (2) bonds, debentures, notes, or other 
evidence of indebtedness issued or gu ar an teed by federal agencies or U .S. governm ent 

instrumentalities, (3) direct security repurchase agreements of an y federal book entry only 
securities, (4) time certificates of deposits of state banks organ ized under the laws of 
Lo uisiana an  national banks having th eir principal offices in the state of Louisiana, 

savings accounts or shares of savings an d loan associations, (5) in mutual or trust fund 
institu tions, which ar e registered with  the Securities an d Exchan ge Com m ission under the 
Securities Act of 1933 an d the Investm ent Act of 1940, and which have underlying 
investm ents consisting solely of an d lim ited to securities of the U.S. governm ent or its 

agencies, or (6) guaranteed investment contracts issued by a bank, financial institution, 
insuran ce com pany, or other entity having one of the tw o highest short-term  rating 
categories of either Standard & Poor's Corporation or M oody's In vestors Service, 
provided that no such investm ent m ay be m ade except in connection with a financing 
program  approved by the State Bond Com m ission. 



JEFFERSO N PARISH  TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
G retna, Louisiana 

N OTES TO TH E FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES (CONTINUED) 

5. Pooled Assets 

The Tax Collector follows the practice of pooling its cash and investm ents in order to 
m axim ize earnings potential. Total cash and investm ents of the pool are reported in the 
various funds as "Share of Pooled Assets - Bureau Pool". Funds with a negative shar e in 
this pool report the advance as an interfim d payable and the Property Tax Fund, which 
has been determ ined to be the receivable fund by m an agem ent, reports an  off-setting 
interfim d receivable. Accumulated interest an d fiscal charges which have not yet been 
allocated to the var ious fim ds ar e netted against the pool's cash an d investm ent to arrive 
at "net pooled assets". 

NO TE B - DEPO SITS AND INVESTM ENTS 

At fiscal year  end June 30, 2002, the carrying am ount of the Tax Collector's deposits was 
$33,622,042 an d the ban k balan ce was $33,416,269. For Jun e 30, 2001, the carrying amount of 
the deposits was $33,522,266 an d the bank balan ce was $32,740,432. 

Data concerning the Tax Collector's deposits covered by Federal Depository insurance or 
collateral an d the am ount uninsured an d un collateralized for each fiscal year is not available 

because such determinations are made on the total deposits of the Jefferson Parish Sheriff (the 
oversight un it) an d not on an  individual fund basis. Inform ation on the total deposits of the 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff is available in the Sheriff's general purpose financial statem ents for each 
fiscal year. 



JE FFERSO N PARISH  TAX  CO LLECTO R A G EN CY FUND  
G retna, Louisiana 

N O TES TO TH E FIN AN CIAL STATEM E N TS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

N O TE C - PO O LED A SSETS 

A reconciliation of pooled assets held in the Bureau Pool at June 30, 2002 and 2001 is presented 
below : 

Pooled Assets June 30, 2002 June 30, 2001 

Cash 

Investments 

Accrued interest receivable 

Add/Subtract: unallocated interest and fiscal charges 

Net Pooled Assets 

Fund 

$ 33,622,042 $ 

0 

0 

33,522,266 

0 

0 

282,174 224,807 

Equity in Pool Equity in Pool 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

M iscellaneous Fee 

Criminal Cash Bonds 

24th Judicial Court Fees 

Fines 

Hunting and Fishing 

Property Tax 

Sales Tax 

Total Equity in Pool 
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353,56l $ 

515,369 

5,231 

903,816 

0 

3,337,607 

28.788.632 

222,705 

762,809 

5,231 

751,420 

0 

3,091,385 

28,913,523 



JEFFERSO N PARISH  TAX  CO LLECTO R A G EN CY  FUN D 
G retna, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FIN ANCIAL STATEM E NTS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

NO TE D - TAXES PAID UND ER PROTEST 

The unsettled balance due to taxing bodies and others at June 30, 2002 and 2001 include 
$818,335 an d $688,487, respectively, of taxes paid under protest. For June 30, 2002, this amount 
represents protested sales taxes of $253,257 and protested ad valorem taxes of $565,078. For 
June 30, 2001, this amount represents protested sales taxes of $253,257 and protested ad valorem 
taxes of $435,230. If these tax es are refimded to the taxpayer, Louisiana Revised Statutes (LSA- 
RS 47.2110) require the Tax Collector to pay interest at 2 percent per annum on the amoun ts 
held. These funds ar e held in the Tax Collector Agency Fund pending resolution of the protest. 

N O TE E - STA TE R EVENUE SH AR IN G  

State revenue sharing funds provided by Article 7, ~ 26 of the State Constitution totaling 
$9,115,519 and $9,257,598 were received during the year and distributed by the Tax Collector 
Agency Fun d as follows: 

June 30, 2002 June 30, 2001 

state: 

Treasurer (East Jefferson Levee District) 

Jefferson Parish: 

Coroner 

Council 

Public School System 

Sheriff 

W ater District No. 1 

Other: 

W est Jefferson Levee District 

Various State Pension Plans 

Total 

118,555 

4,148,732 

1,875,701 

1,263,589 

628,066 

397,054 

269,677 

108,471 

366,856 

270,211 



JEFFERSON PARISH  TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND 
G retna, Louisiana 

NO TES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM EN TS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

NO TE F - M O TO R  VEH ICLE TAXES 

Beginning in April 1995, the State began distributing the m otor vehicle taxes collected within the 
Parish directly to the Tax Collector. The Tax Collector then distributes the m oney to the 
appropriate taxing district through the norm al m onthly sales tax  distribution. For the years ended 
June 30, 2002 and 2001, the amounts received directly from the State amounted to $36,746,519 
and $33,674,766, respectively. 

12- 
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JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

BALANCE SHEETS 
June 30, 2002 and 2001 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Share of Bureau Pool 
Investments 
Due from other funds 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

LIABILITIES 

Due to taxing bodies and others 
Du e to other funds 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES 

FUND BALANCE 

FEES 

CRIM INAL 
CASH 
BONDS 

24TH 
JUDICIAL 
COURT 
FEES 

$ $ 
353,561 515,369 5,231 

$ 353,561 $ 515,369 $ 5,231 

353,561 $ 515,369 $ 5,23 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE $ 353,56~  $ 515,369 $ 5,231 
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FINES 

903,816 

HUNTING 
AND FISHING 

PROPERTY 
TAX 

$ $ $ 

$ 903,816 $ 

SALES 
TAX 

TOTALS 
JUNE30,2002 JUNE30~2001 

$ $ 
3,337,607 28,788,632 33,904,216 33,747,073 

$ 3,337,607 $ 28,788,632 $ 33,904,216 $ 33,761,563 

903,816 $ $ 

903,816 

$ 903,81~  $ $ 

3,337,607 $ 28,788,632 $ 33,904,216 $ 33,754,318 
7,245 

3,337,607 281788,632 33t904,216 33,761,563 

3,337,607 $ 28,788~632 $ 33,904,216 $ 33,761,563 
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JEFFERSON PARISH SHERIFF'S OFFICI~ 
GRETNA, LOUISIANA 

STATEMENTS OF CHANGES ]IN DEPOSIT BALANCES 
DUE TO TAXING BODIES  AND OTHERS 
For the 3'~rs Ended June 30, 2802 and 2801 

FEES 

CRIMINAL 
CASH 
BONDS 

24TH 
JUDICIAL 
COURT 
FEES 

DUE TO TA31NG BODIF~ AND  OTHEES, BEGINNING OF PERIOD $ 2221705 $ 
--  762p809 $ 5,231  

COLLECTIONS 
Ad valor~  tax~ . cuwmt 
Ad va]or~  taxes - prior yen  
Ad va]o~  taxes - protested 
State ~venue sharing 
Sales t~ s 
LicelI~  - ~cupatlo~l, etc. 
Lie~  - angling, h~lllng~ ere, 
Finea, foffcllur es and criminal costs 
Bonds and b~ d fees 
Noric~, costa, thes~ etc. 
Int~ I and other 
Refunds 
Amounts r~ ivcd ~ Due frcca other funck 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 

DISTRIBUTIONS 

STATE 
La. Dept. of W ildllfe and Fis herlcs 
La. Dept. u f Public Safety 
La. Dept. of~~ Tre~ury (CMIS) 
La. Dept. of the Tre~ary (East Jeff Levee District) 

JEffERSON pARISH 
Assessor 
Clerk of Court 
Co~  
Comlcil 
District Att~ ey 
H~pltal Dis~ct No. i 
Hmpltal District No. 2 
Public Sch~ l Syst~  
She~ff 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 
city of Gretna 
City of Harasan 
City of Kmn~ 
City of W estwego 
City of New Or/e~  
To~  ofJe~ Lafi~'c 
Town of Grand Isle 

OTHER 
New Orleans Aviation B~rd 
GNU Parkway Commission 
LCLE (Crimiml Vic~i~  Relief] 
Indlg~t Def~der B~cd 
24th Judicial Court 
W est Jeff~  Levee District 
~rand IsLe Ind cpemdent Levee District 
G~nd Isle pot~ Commlslon 
State Pensi~  P[arts 
Refunds to t~payem 
Refunds to t~Eee sl~pp~s 
Notices, c~ts, fees, etc. 
Amounts paid on Due to other funds 

TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS 

BUg TO TAXING BODIES AND OTHERS, END OF PERIOD 
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,575,864 
2~g61 

389,385 

12,269 

1157gz725 401pg54 

248~915 
248~g15 



958,923 

9,955 

HUNTING 
AND FISHING 

7,245 

PROPERTY SALES TOTAI~ 
TAX TAX JUNE 30, 2O02 JUNE 3D~ 2001 

$ 31098n630 $ 2819131523 $ 331754p318 $ 35t7421628 

178~269,414 
1,280,263 
129~848 

9,115,519 

724,543 
784,948 

4,009,449 

337004,778 
9,514~457 

51,154 
223,348 
,232,799 

178,269,414 
1,280,263 
129,848 

9,115,519 
337,104,778 
9,514,457 

1,958,923 
389,385 

2,351,561 
1,033,381 
3,322,248 

7,245 

158,242,569 
1,257fl56 
634,603 

9,257,598 
332,738~612 
9,216,400 

I 1,957,4] 3 
342,085 

2,088,051 
],9O2,9O6 
5,375,325 

6,755 

I lp960p$78 7,245 194~3931984 348t]26~536 556r477~022 333,029,073 

8,749 
9,042 
W/.135 

795,073 
47,075 

6,6] 9,530 
1,7541029 

1,763 
2,457 

1,758 
203,086 

,268,87] 

12,599 

4,294,298 

2,188,2~t 

3,094,322 
86,611 
94,9os 

5,160,821 
4,]33,546 

7,245 

23,581,487 

33,295,359 
48,226fl83 

6,063,456 
Ij299,853 
30,233,553 
1,580,072 
477,059 
128,861 
531.151 

,242,399 
341,534 
772,873 

s,749 
9,O42 

107,135 
4,294,298 

2,188,224 
795,073 

2,976,598 
260,939,412 
2,002,944 

22 
64 

157,611,4~  
67,043,088 

6,O63,456 
1,301,616 
30p236,010 
1,580~072 
477,059 
120,861 
531.151 

9,592 
23,952 
]04,060 

4,223,651 

6,] 16,754 
1,082,904 
30,625,394 
1,77~J58 
502,565 
]31,833 
431,918 

562,401 
774 

240,332 
1,328,439 
1~ff21,369 
2,759,601 
86,281 
94~042 

4,653,669 
6,344,752 
425,488 
669,230 

] 1,816,482 71245 194,135,007 348#51,427 556p327p] 24 535~008~383 
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CO M PLIA N CE SECTIO N 



R EBOW E & C OM PANY 
CERTIFIED PU BLIC ACCO UN TAN TS 

CON SULTAN TS 
A PRO FESSIONAL CORPORATION 

3501 N, Causeway Blvd. ~ Suite 810 ~ EO. Box 6952 . Metairie, LA 70009 
Phone (504) 837-9116 ~ Fax (504) 837-0123 ~ E-mail rebewe@rebowe.cgm 

IND EPEND ENT A UD ITO R 'S REPO RT O N C O M PLIA N CE AND  O N 
IN TERNA L CO N TR O L O VER  FINAN CIAL RE PO R TIN G  BA SED O N AN  

AUD IT O F FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED 
IN ACCO RD ANCE W ITH  GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

Honorable Sheriff Harry Lee 
Jefferson Parish Sheriff and Ex-Offi eio Tax Collector 
Gretna, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general-purpose financial statem ents of the Jefferson Parish Tax Collector 
Agency Fund, as of and for th e years ended June 30, 2002 and 2001, and have issued our report 
th ereon dated D ec em ber 16, 2002. W e conducted  our audits in accordan ce with  generally 
accep ted audi ting stan dar ds in the United States of Am erica and th e standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reas onable as suran ce about whether th e Tax Collector's gen eral-purpose 
fin ancial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem en t, we per form ed tests of its com plian ce w ith 
certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants, noncom pliance with which could 
have a direct and m aterial effec t on th e determ ination of financial statem ent am oun ts. However , 
providing an  opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, 
accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

The results of our  tests di sclosed no instances of noncompliance that ar e required  to be rep orted 
under Government Auditing Standards . 

In plannin g an d perform ing our  audi ts, we considered th e Tax  Collector's internal control over 
finan cial rep orting in order  to determ ine our  auditing proced ur es for th e purpose of expressing 
our  opinion on th e general-purpose finan cial statem ents an d not to provide as suran ce on th e 
internal control over financial rep orting. Our  consideration of the internal control over fin an cial 
rep ortin g would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial 

- 19- 



reporting that might be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the 
design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a 
relatively low level th e risk th at m isstatements in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to 
th e gener al-purpose financial stat~nen ts being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a 
tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of performing th eir assigned functions. W e 
noted no m atters involving the internal control over fin an cial reporting and its operation th at we 
consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended solely for th e inform ation and use of th e Tax Collector's m anagem ent an d 
th e Legislative Auditor of th e State of Louisian a, an d is not intended to be an d shoul d not be 
used by anyone oth er than  th ese specified parties. 

D ecem ber 16, 2002 
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